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1. WIRED: DANGER ROOM:   
Mali Militants Shift Up Tactics As France’s War Coalition Grows: “Mali’s rebels are adapting to attacks from 
above as the 15-day-old air war over West Africa gets a lot more intense. After Paris’ air force last week blasted 
the militants’ exposed vehicles and headquarters buildings, the survivors of the initial bombing runs learned to 
camouflage themselves.” 

Darpa’s Plan to Recruit Military Dogs: Scan Their Brains: “Belly rubs won't cut it anymore. The Pentagon’s blue-
sky researchers are working on a plan to scan the brains of dogs, to help figure out how they think.” 
 

2. INFORMATION DISSEMINATION:  
Navy is Thinking Outside the Box on LX(R): “The money for LX(R) is not going to change. It is $1.3 billion. If your 
budget is finite, as it is for this program, how can the Navy maneuver within a fixed budget?” 

Crowd-sourcing Future Fleet Designs: “In an effort to expand the dialogue of this important issue beyond the 
inner circles of OPNAV, the Beltway Bandits, and think tanks, here's another experiment in crowd-sourcing. 
Below, American taxpayers, our international colleagues (including likely a few adversaries), and other random 
readers can have a chance to vote on some alternative U.S. Navy fleet compositions.” 

 
3. OTHER BLOGS (Rotating, based on relevant content) 

AOL DEFENSE: 
Kill The QDR? Rep. Randy Forbes Says Still Time To Fix It - EXCLUSIVE: “It's that time again. Though delayed by 
the still-unsettled strife over sequestration and the continuing resolution, deep inside the Pentagon the 
ponderous machinery of the Quadrennial Defense Review is gearing up. But this may be the QDR's last chance.” 

ARES: 
MDA to North Korea: GMD is (Almost) Back!: “Ultimately, MDA hopes to conduct an intercept attempt 
between March and June using the upgraded kill vehicle. This will be a retest of the failed intercept attempt in 
December 2010.”  
 
AVIATION WEEK: 
U.S. Navy Seeks Alternate Deckhouse For DDG-1002: “…Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) says it “has a 
potential requirement for design and construction of a steel deckhouse and hangar superstructure, and aft 
peripheral vertical launching system (PVLS) modules for DDG-1002.” 
  
BUSINESS INSIDER: 
Massive Explosion Reported At Iran's Fordow Nuclear Facility: “Reports of an explosion at Iran's Fordow 
nuclear facility surfaced late last week and The Sunday Times today reports it has independently confirmed the 
event.” 

Russian Prime Minister: Assad's Chances Of Holding On 'Shrinking By The Day': “Mr. Medvedev’s unexpected 
intervention is unlikely to have a major effect on Russian policy, which is directed personally by President 
Vladimir Putin.” 
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Divers Find 'Mystery Ship' Responsible For Famous World War I Ambush: “It was perhaps one of the most 
hazardous roles of the First World War – acting as bait for German submarines.” 

The Syrian War Has Arrived At Assad's Coastal Retreat: “The port city had managed to ride out Syria's civil war, 
seemingly content in the knowledge that whatever was happening in Hama to the south-east, or Idlib a little 
further north, an army stood between its gates and its foes. Not any more.” 
 
CNN SECURITY CLEARANCE:  
U.S. steps up involvement in Mali: U.S. policy prohibits direct military aid to Mali because the fledgling 
government is the result of a coup. No support can go to the Malian military directly until leaders are chosen 
through an election. 

Pentagon laying off 46,000 employees: “The Pentagon has begun laying off 46,000 contract and temporary 
civilian employees in an effort to cut back on military spending, the No. 2 Pentagon official said on Friday.” 
  
DOD BUZZ:  
CNO Starts Budget Chicken Game: “So is this just the same drill that has gone on in years past, one that 
ultimately won’t result in the loss of jobs and work for companies, or is this year different because of the fiscal 
crisis?” 
 
FOREIGN POLICY:  
Continental Shift: “Why the Pentagon should pay less attention to Africa.” (May require subscription from non-
.mil computers) 
 
GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE: 
Google's 8 Simple Rules for Being a Better Manager: “The search giant identified core practices of good 
managers--and a few of bad ones.” 
 
NEW ATLANTICIST: 
All-Volunteer Military a Ticking Time Bomb: “This is an area of the budget that has grown by nearly 90 percent 
since 2001” for approximately the same size force. Robert Hale, DoD’s Comptroller, notes that “the cost of pay 
and benefits has risen more than 87 percent since 2001, 30 percent more than inflation.” 
  
TIME MAGAZINE BATTLELAND BLOG:   
Navy Hat Trick: “The first three items listed in Friday’s roster of contract announcements are no doubt perfectly 
shipshape, but they do have that “make sure your bank deposits are less than $10,000 to avoid tipping off the 
feds” smell about them…”  

 

4. FROM THE READERS:  

NYT: 
Chinese Graduates Say No Thanks to Factory Jobs: Jobs go begging in factories while many educated young 
workers are unemployed or underemployed. A national survey of urban residents, released this winter by a 
Chinese university, showed that among people in their early 20s, those with a college degree were four times as 
likely to be unemployed as those with only an elementary school education. 
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